
Month/Year: Nov 2020 Theme: “Little Things / Small World”

Section Title Comp Impact Tech Total Placement

a 1 aircraft carrier

4 4 3 11

Lovely concept, creative set-up; the bright 
colors in the background and the slight 
overexposure make it difficult for the viewer 
to appreciate the shiny metal forms and 
intricacies of the toy

a 2 Camellia

2 3 3 8

A conventionally-successful macro image; 
there are many missed opportunities in form 
and color, the crop makes it difficult to 
appreciate the fractal

a 3 cherry_tomato_walk

4 4 3 11

Great play on scale, like the repeating form 
and texture between the figurines and the 
mushrooms; nice moody lighting; the color 
work is a little overwhelming, lacking 
yellow/green channels in general

b 4 discover_new_lands

3 2 2 7

I like how you use the net as a visual 
separation between the familiar domestic 
world and the outside world, however the 
lighting conditions are very different inside 
and outside and therefore it is hard for the 
viewer to truly enjoy either part of the 
frame. The quote is too small to read, and 
the toy line-up seems like a compositional 
afterthought even though it is the most 
significant manifestation of the theme within 
the image. 
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b 5 fireworks

3 2 4 9

Interesting focus on the  form of the pine 
needles, however the rule-of-thirds 
somehow deprives the image of context 
and divides the viewer's attention between 
the cone and the needles. In general the 
image needs an "a-ha" moment - perhaps 
more interesting light, perhaps some other 
weather condition that would add to the 
conventional look on the cone. There is also 
nothing to balance it on the left "third."

a 6 fully_pollinated

3 4 4 11

The image is powerful in revealing a look at 
an insect at macro scale. Love the focus on 
various textures, colors and sheen on it, as 
well as the green-pink-yellow trifecta that 
enriches your composition. However, your 
title indicates your true interest in this image 
is the pollen, which falls just out of focus at 
the insect's feet. I also think some of the 
editing especially in the bokeh (for instance 
in the upper right corner) is overdone, a 
dark halo and some noise is leftover, which 
is very distracting and makes the viewer 
question the making of the entire image. 

a 7 gathering_for_the_feast

5 4 4 13

There it is! Composition is much better 
because the viewer's attention is drawn 
immediately to the face of the insect, and 
the viewer gets to see so many different 
textures right at the center of the image. I 
do think ultimately the work seems like a 
photograph that belongs to a biology 
textbook - I think it would benefit from your 
unique photographic voice and some 
contextual information.



a 8 gerber_daisy_in_the_rain

3 3 4 10

This is a lovely idea, the diagonally‐elongated 
shadows create a world of impressions, however the 
starfish is a little unneeded and does not fit in very 
well with the composition. The texture of the table is 
also overpowering, perhaps a different background 
that would help bring the shadow play to the 
undisputed center of the image would have been 
more successful

a 9 gifts

4 4 4 12

This is a beautiful image - so much dynamic 
tonality within the same color channel. I do 
think it falls short of conveying a unique 
photographic voice and reads as a very 
beautiful stock image or perhaps a 
botanical illustration. 

a 10 gladiolus

3 3 4 10

Nicely-toned, sharp image, gorgeous 
droplets! I think the composition could have 
benefited from some tilting so that the 
petals across the middle of the frame did 
not get so foreshortened. In general the 
macro nature of the image leads a 
somewhat overpowering amount of blur.

a 11 Green_New_Meal

4 3 4 11

Interesting juxtaposition between the furry, 
sweet-looking bird and the act of carnage it is 
engaged in. I like the way the insect appears 
translucent, and the positioning of the beak and 
the meal in the general frame is reminiscent of 
the golden ratio. I think it would have benefited 
from a closer, narrower frame, as the most 
interesting part of the image is the various 
textures of the bird's body and the insect itself.

a 12 Harvesting_Peanuts
5 4 5 14

So fun! I love the composition, the whimsical set-
up, and the various textures and colors that 
seem so well-put-together.

a 13 hummingbird_moth

3 4 4 11

The crop is unfortunately distracting - 
otherwise an interesting, thoughtful image. 
The lovely shadow of the insect on the 
petals really carry it through. It's a bit too 
saturated in my opinion.



a 14 invasion_of_giant_moths 3 3 3 9

Interesting thought - the collage work is 
generally clean except for the edges, however, 
it needs more elements to balance the general 
directness of the frame. 

a 15 lego_yachting
3 4 3 10

Really love the blue towel as sea - the heavy 
blur makes it a little difficult to appreciate the 
general set-up of the image. 

a 16 little_anvil_big_hammer
5 4 5 14

Crisp, lovely image, like the way the sparks are 
flying - it really pictures the scene only a 
photograph can.  

a 17 Metamorphosis

2 3 2 7

It looks like the focus is on the leaf rather than the 
butterfly, which is the more important element in the 
composition ‐ the colors are also overly desaturated 
and feel  overly‐melancholic. 

a 18 my_favorite_oyster

3 2 4 9

Interesting image, but it is unclear what exactly 
it is picturing - I like the detail and sharpness of 
the hand as well as the oyster shell, but the 
colors seem somewhat off, as if the oyster has 
been transplanted from another image. Also, an 
oyster is a small world in itself; however, the 
photograph falls a little short of picturing the 
oyster in that way.

b 19 oceans_gift

3 2 3 8

This reads more like an abstraction on driftwood 
than a small world in itself - I like the angle you 
are using to present an unconventional view of 
the items, but the image seems ambivalent - it 
should either become more abstract,or more 
focused on the unlikely and strange forms of 
what hte ocean brings in.

a 20 Pandemic_Globetrotting_Without Hitting_

3 3 4 10

Nice colors, interesting concept as well as an 
awareness of the photographer's hand; 
however, the composition is strange due to the 
fact that a part of the globe is cut off and the 
shadow that may have been somewhat formally 
interesting is excluded



b 21 petals

5 4 5 14

Great macro, I really like the attention on the 
curling petals, the beautiful colors, and the 
balanced sharpness and gradients. I feel that 
the image somewhat lacks context and a 
unique photographic voice as all macro images 
sometimes do. 

a 22 Putting_Out_The_Fire
5 4 5 14

I think the concept is so playful and the 
composition is generally well-done. Like the 
contrast in general! 

a 23 raindrops_on_leaf

4 3 3 10

Looks over-sharpened. The use of the lines that 
make up the edge of the leaf in order to lead 
the eye to the droplets is very successful. This is a 
better example of macro since the droplets 
create a nice loose pattern+outlier composition.

b 24 rock_art
4 3 4 11

Like the micro-landscape. There doesn’t seem to 
be a distinct anchor in the composition but 
overall interesting textures and color.  

a 25 spider

3 3 2 8

Interesting point of view, but the image is overly 
contrasted and saturated, which has led to a loss of 
midtones. It also isn't sharp enough to picture the 
intricacies of the web the spider is on, which at its 
core is the most interesting part of the image. 

a 26 Superpest

3 3 3 9

The framing is somewhat abrupt because only 
the top half of the insect is included - it's a 
shame because there seems to be a good 
amount of backlight. The background seems 
oversharpened.

b 27 the_backside

3 4 4 11

An interesting part of the flower to 
compositionally focus on in macro - and yet the 
form of the slight lean of the stem could have 
benefited from a more thoughtful composition.



b 28 the_penthouse

3 3 2 8

Great title, but the image isn't very sharp, 
especially around the most engaging portion of 
it. It seems the camera focused on the fish-scale 
like part of the stem leading to the petals 
instead. 

a 29 the_small_mighty

3 5 5 13

I like the definition and the face-to-face nature 
of the composition. However, the image relies 
heavily on textures especially on the surface of 
the leaf. That texture is mostly lost on the insect 
because it's foreshortened, and focus grows soft 
on the antennae. 

b 30 The_Web_Of_Life

5 5 5 15

Great balance between the small, detailed, 
systemized world of the web and its natural 
environment. Love the sharpness, the b&w 
tonality that has lovely middle grays and 
gradients, and the visceral and emotional 
undertones of the photograph. Could have 
been downsized a little better - it seems like the 
image lost some definition.

a 31 Tiny_But_Invasive

3 2 3 8

The really tiny mites (?) are too small to discern 
especially on-screen. The image has generally 
been over-sharpened. I think the more 
interesting element in the composition is the 
curves of the flower itself, and possibly the 
ladybug. I think a focus on the floral form might 
benefit this image. 

a 32 treefrog_on_a_tripod

3 2 2 7

The tripod is barely visible, which leads the 
viewer to question what the image is really 
about. It could go one of both ways - a more 
attentive look at the frog itself, which has its own 
small world, or perhaps a composition featuring 
more of the tripod in order to highlight the frog's 
perching on it. The image is also quite soft, 
perhaps because it's a very small part of a larger 
image? 



b 33 volunteer_sunflower

3 3 4 10

Intriguing focus on repeating forms, but the crop 
is somewhat unusual, and the eye wants to see 
a little more of the plant. All other conditions are 
quite perfect - lighting, color, definition, etc., so I 
wonder why the photographer chose to present 
such a narrow section.

a 34 Yellow_Dahlia

5 3 3 11

Gorgeous colors and nice lines spiraling out from 
the center, but the extremely, dramatically 
shallow depth of field looks and feels extremely 
artificial, and prevents the viewer from fully 
appreciating the what is pictured. 


